
Sectional Sift Proposal from Coaches Advisory and WIAA 
 
Each April and the months following, the WIAA and WCCCA receive emails and phone calls with 
concerns about cross country sectional assignments.  The conversation about sectional 
assignments is also a major topic of discussion at the WCCCA clinic and business meetings in 
January and at the WIAA Coaches Advisory meeting each December.  Over the past couple of 
years, Kate at WIAA has tried to be very transparent on how she does sectional assignments.  
She gave an extensive presentation to Coaches Advisory in Dec. 2019 and then at the 2020 
WCCCA business meeting.  Once again, the topic came up at the 2020 Coaches Advisory 
meeting.   
 
Kate, along with all the Assistant Directors at WIAA, are governed by two constitutional items: 
school size and geographic location.  Sectional assignments are done with the largest 120 
schools in Division 1, the next largest 122 schools in Division 2 and the remaining teams in 
Division 3.  Once division assignments are done, schools are placed in one of 10 sectionals in 
Division 1 and one of 8 sectionals in Divisions 2 & 3 based on their geographic location.  How 
these placements are done is what usually causes most of the questions and conversations.  
The following is an explanation of a proposal that came out of the 2020 Coaches Advisory 
meeting to be shared with cross country coaches for consideration. 
 
During the 2020 Coaches Advisory discussion, Kate shared that she has also been given a 
directive from other WIAA directors to do her best to keep the assignments each year as close 
as she can to the previous year.  Yes, each year a school here and there is moved, especially in 
the southeast, but for the most part, she has tried her best to remain consistent.   
 
Kate asked the members of Coaches Advisory if we think coaches would like it if she did not 
work to make the assignments similar from year to year.  By changing the shape of the 
amoebas (circles) each year, Kate would be able to make changes to the assignments and stay 
within the directives from the constitution. 
 
Understand that some areas of the state would probably not change.  For example, Rice Lake is 
still going to be in a sectional with Eau Claire, River Falls, and Menomonee.   
 
Most of us, as coaches, check each new sectional proposal to see if we are 'winners' (move into 
an easier sectional) or 'losers' (move into a tougher sectional) then face temptation to vote with 
that thought as a major consideration.  The point of this 'yearly redistribution plan' is that we 
won't always have the same 'winners' and 'losers' every year.  Until (if ever) coaches and WIAA 
agree on a seeding system for sectionals, this may be an effective compromise. 
 
Would coaches be open to a shift in the sectional assignments?  Be looking for a survey in 
February. 


