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The goal of this proposal is to allow for regional representation of the state, while also trying to 
fill the field with the best teams that didn’t qualify automatically. 
  
Proposal 
 
The general set up of the current process would remain the same, teams would be assigned to a 
sectional site and grouping by the WIAA.  However, there would be one(1) fewer sectional per 
division.  The top two teams at each sectional would qualify automatically to the state meet.  The 
last two teams to qualify for each division would be come from the 3rd and 4th place teams at the 
sectionals.  The two “additional” qualifiers would be selected from the 3rd and 4th place teams by 
a panel of coaches that would discuss the merits of each of these 18 teams in Division 1 and 14 
teams in Division 2 and 3.  The two “additional” qualifiers in each division would be announced 
on Sunday after sectional competition is completed. 
 
General Information 
 
Division 1 would be the largest 117 schools.  They would be divided into nine(9) geographic 
representative sectionals with 13 teams each. 
 
Division 2 would be the next largest 126 schools.  They would be divided into seven(7) 
geographic representative sectionals with 18 teams each. 
 
Division 3 would be the remaining 154 schools.  They would be divided into seven(7) 
geographic representative sectionals with 22 teams each. 
 
The current set up is D1 has 120 schools in 10 sectionals with 12 teams.  D2 has 122 teams with 
eight(8) sectionals with 15-16 teams.  D3 has 154 schools in eight(8) sectionals with 19-20 
teams. 
 
Rationale 
 
The state meet should be a representation of the best of the entire state of Wisconsin.  This 
means not only a geographic representation but also the best teams.  There is no perfect way to 
do this and humans will always disagree on who is deserving from each section of the state.  This 
proposal still has regional representative sectionals throughout the state and an extra qualifier 
component to try and satisfy both components of geography and best teams. 
 
By staying with predetermined sectionals, coaches, runners and parents will have ample time to 
know where they are competing and against who and meet hosts will have time to organize, find 
workers and plan for hosting a sectional. 



 
By trimming each division by one sectional, the WIAA will only have to find 23 sectionals hosts 
instead of 26 sectional host. 
The committee would use any head to head competition from the year as a starting point of any 
discussion.  Rankings, invitational results and other known comparisons would be used to select 
the two additional qualifies.  A 4th place team could not be selected unless the 3rd place team 
from their sectional was also selected, as head to head competition on the day matters. 
 
Ideally, the committee would include one coach from each district of the state.  This could be 
district representatives or a coach selected by the district representatives. 
 
Any coach who had their team involved in the additional qualifier discussion would recuse 
themselves for that division/gender discussion. 
 
There would be no additional individual qualifiers and no replacement individual qualifies.  For 
instance, runner A was an individual qualifier and their team is selected as an “additional” 
qualifier, there is no individual qualifier replacement.  The maximum number of individual 
qualifiers for the state meet would be 45 for D1 and 35 for D2 and D3, less any individuals that 
has a team as an “additional” qualifier. 
 
 
 


